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New president ready for first year at Fairfield
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

For incoming Fairfield freshmen who are worried about being
the new kids, this year they can
draw sympathy from a man in a
powerful position. For the first
time in 25 years Fairfield :will
welcome a new president in the
person of Rev. Jeffrey von Arx,
S.J.
Rev. Aloysius R Kelley, S.J.
spent a quarter of a century at the
helm of Fairfield University and
retired at the end of June. Fr. von
Arx, whose last job was Dean of
the Fordham College at Rose Hill,
will assume his responsibilities on
July 1.
"Obviously they are big shoes
to fill," said Fr. von Arx. "Fr. Kelley has been president of Fairfield
for almost half of its history. There
are few people who know anyone
else as Fairfield's president." .
Fr. Kelley's years as president
were incredibly lucrative for Fairfield. He oversaw the expansion
and renovation of seven buildings,
increased the endowment by $ 129
million and contributed to the academic growth of Fairfield.
Still, Fr. von Arx does not
intend to be an exact replica of
Fr. Kelley.
"The best way that I can follow Fr. Kelley is to be my own

person. The last thing he would
want and the last thing I want is
to copy his style. I'm going to
be my own best self, that's the
best tribute I can offer," said Fr.
von Arx.
Fr. von Arx is certainly qualified to pick up where Kelley left
off.
He received his undergraduate degree in history from Princeton University and later earned
masters' degrees in history and
philosophy and a Ph.D. in history
from Yale University. He graduated from the Weston School of
Theology in 1981 and was ordained the same year.
He taught history at Georgetown University and served as the
chair of the department from 1991
to 1997 and created the Center
for Australian and New Zealand
Studies in the School of Foreign
Service.
He went to Fordham in 1998
where he has served as Dean at
the Fordham College at Rose Hill
since.
"It's a wonderful exciting opportunity [coming to Fairfield],"
said Fr. von Arx. "Fairfield is the
great success story of Jesuit higher
education. The school is still relatively young [Fairfield was established in 1942] in comparison to
other Jesuit universities, but it is

already on the radar."
Fr. von Arx intends to add
some new issues to that radar.
Citing Fairfield's present financial shape, he spoke of the future.
"The next challenge is to improve
the quality of student life and the
educational experience of the students," said Fr. von Arx.
Speaking of the students, Fr.
von Arx intends to be visible and
present to them. Fr. Kelley was
often absent where student life
was concerned and students are
looking forward to the change.
Fr. von Arx wishes to be more
approachable despite his busy
schedule.
"Even when I did administrative work the contact that I had
with the students was the most
fulfilling, both as a teacher and as
an administrator. As president I'll
be busy, but it's important to me to
be in regular conversation with the
student body," said Fr. von Arx.
For the freshmen, Fr. von Arx
imparted these words of advice on
how to experience college life:
"Be ready to work hard and
have real ambitions. Make an
effort to get to know the faculty,
the difference between a mediocre
and excellent educational experience is in finding faculty members
to help the students plan their future."
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Freshman Father: The incoming freshman class will be.the first new
class von Arx welcomes.

ACllIliSSiOll 2[OcllS tllCt Applications from class of 2008 second largest amount
ever
BY BILL MCBAIN
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Trying to find the right balance of students to accept among a gigantic number of
applications is never easy.
"We are very pleased with the pool of
students this year," said Marianne Gumpper,
interim director of admissions. "We met all
of our enrollment goals with the class of
2008."
Admittance into Fairfield University has
become much more selective in the past seven
years according to a recent report. The faculty's Admission and Scholarship Committee
(ASC) released a report to the faculty on May
4 that outlined the credentials of the students
admitted to the Fairfield class of 2008. The
report shows how qualifications have generally risen over the past seven years.
During this time period the total number
of applications has increased by more than 30
percent, with 7,131 applications received this
year, which is the second most in university

history. In addition to quantity, the quality of
the applicants has risen overall. The average
SAT score has risen for applicants from 1116
for the class of 2001 to 1184 for the class
of 2008. Average SAT scores of accepted
students have increased steadily from 1163
for the class of 2001 to 1244 for the class of
2007, dropping slightly to 1239 for the class
of 2008.
"The average SAT score for the confirmed freshmen stands at 1200, which is
our target," said Gumpper, who provided
additional statistics which were more recent
or not included in the report.
Average class rank has increased as well,
improving to the top 15 percent for accepted
students in the class of 2008 from the top 24
percent from the class of 2001. The students
confirmed to be attending average in the top
19 percent of their class, the best number
yet for Fairfield.
Between the acceptance of the classes
of 2001 and 2007 the university's accep-

tance rate decreased from 68.2 percent to
47.1 percent, though it increased sharply to
62.3 percent for the incoming class of 2008.
This year there are also 18 percent fewer
transfer students entering for the 2004-2005
school year than there were for the 2003-2004
school year.
For Fairfield's admissions department,
size does matter. With the graduation of the
unusually large class of 2004 the university
is left trying to increase enrollment numbers
over the next four years to compensate for the
loss of tuition from this larger class. According to the most recent numbers, there are a
confirmed 891 students in the class of 2008,
though that number could still change slightly
before the school year officially begins. The
majority of these students, 560, have been accepted into the College of Arts and Sciences,
with 252 accepted into the Dolan School of
Business.
"The number of students we look to
enroll each year is established by top admin-

istrators," Gumpper said. "I would expect
the total number to drop back a bit for next
year's class."
Despite a class size increase of 205 students from the 686 confirmed freshmen from
this time last year, the quality of students has
not been affected too adversely, though there
was the small drop in SAT score and higher
admittance rate.
Although the class size has grown 24
percent from the class of 2007 to the class of
2008, the number of African-American, Hispanic, Asian and Native American (AHANA)
students has fallen 20 percent. The class of
2008 will have seven fewer Asians, six fewer
Hispanics and a total of only eight AfricanAmerican members.
"We were disappointed by the AHANA
numbers," Gumpper said. "We have no clue
why the numbers went down, whether it had
to do with the number of applicants or other
factors. We will be researching that to try
and find an answer."
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LETTER FROM EDITOR IN CHIEF STEVEN ANDREWS

The Mirror: It's worth looking into
Amidst all sorts of construction and general disorder, you've finally
made it to Fairfield University to begin life as a freshman at orientation.
Things haven't changed much since I came in the summer of 2001. Instead
of a new entrance, the school was instead busy constructing the Barone
Campus Center, the location of the cafeteria, bookstore, and of course, The
Mirror office.
It's certainly an overwhelming experience, but soon you'll be able to
get past the strange building names (Donnarumma, anyone?) and learn the
distinct differences between the dorms of Regis, Jogues and Campion. The
Mirror, Fairfield's only independent student newspaper, is here to help you
get to know the campus quicker and get acquainted with the university. This
special orientation issue is full of important information designed to help
you learn about not only the university, but the town of Fairfield as well.
We've got profiles on the two new presidents at Fairfield, Rev. Jeffrey
von Arx, S.J., the school's president, and Paul Duffy '05, the head of the student government. We've also included a schedule of all of the orientation's
events in case you lose the one they give you, information on how to legally
obtain music online, a guide on how to get off campus without a car, and a
map of places to go once you do. There's also a preview of Fairfield's biggest sport, men's basketball, detailing the current NCAA investigation.
The Mirror, which is staffed entirely by students, offers a unique perspective on the school because it is the only club that is entirely independent
of the administration, free of censoring or prepublication review. It allows
students to express their opinion in a public forum and make their voices
heard.
We also offer great work experience in a hands-on environment that
matches a lot of the work you may do in an internship. Even if you don't like
to write, there are other reasons to join, such as helping design, photograph
and edit or work in advertising or other business aspects. We encourage
new members to join in and quickly climb the ranks by helping out and
becoming assistant editors.
Not only do you learn plenty about the newspaper business by joining
The Mirror, it's also a great way to meet people on campus, both students
and administrators. Working with people (especially during our occasionally
hectic layout sessions on Tuesday nights) fosters relationships and forges
friendships you'd never have without joining. If this interests you, be sure
to come to our first meeting on Thursday Sept. 9 in room 104 on the bottom
floor of the Barone Campus Center!
So enjoy the rest of orientation. Everyone has gone through the cavalcade of speeches (and awkward first meetings with people you'll get to
know real well for the next four years) and survived and so will you. I hope
you enjoy the issue and continue to read The Mirror next semester!

Orientation '08 Schedule
STUDENTS
DAY ONE

8:30 a.m.-10 a.m. — Arrival and Registration — Barone Campus Center Oak
Room
10 a.m. — Orientation Welcome — Campus Center Oak Room Patio
10:30 a.m. — Orientation Group Meeting — Various locations
11:45 a.m. — Foreign Language Place Exam — Assigned classrooms
1 p.m. — Lunch — Campus Center Main Dining Room
2 p.m. — Academic Deans' Welcome and Advisor Meetings
Dolan School of Business — Room 110
College of Arts and Sciences students — Gonzaga Auditorium
School of Nursing-students — School of Nursing, Room 214
College of Engineering students — Campus Center, Room 206
General Studies students — Campus Center, Room 200
3:30 p.m. — Information Fair — Campus Center Oak Room
4:30 p.m. — Campus Ministry Workshop — Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius
Loyola
5:15 p.m. — Outdoor Events and Dinner — Campus Center Oak Room Patio
and Main Dining Room
7:30 p.m. — Straight Talk: Peaks and Pitfalls of the First Year — Quick Center
8:15 p.m. — Night Entertainment and Activities
DAY TWO

8 a.m. — Breakfast — Campus Center Main Dining Room
9 a.m. — Student Life Video and Presentation — Quick Center
10:15 a.m. — Advising Sessions — Assigned classrooms
Noon — Community Mass — Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius Loyola
1 p.m. — Departure/Lunch on the Town — Local restaurants

PARENTS
DAY ONE

8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. — Arrival and Registration — Barone Campus Center Oak
Room
10 a.m. — Orientation Welcome — Campus Center Oak Room Patio
10:30 a.m. — Academic Vice President and Deans' Welcome — Quick Center
Noon — Lunch with Faculty and Staff — Campus Center Main Dining Room
1:15 p.m. — Parents' Forum: Student Services — Quick Center
3:30 p.m. — Information Fair — Campus Center Oak Room
4:30 p.m. — Depart for the Trumbuil Marriott
6 p.m. — Parent Reception — Trumbuil Marriott Garden Pavilion
7 p.m. — Parent Dinner — Trumbuil Marriott Ballroom
8:30 p.m. — "Letting Go" Program — Trumbuil Marriott
9:30 p.m. — Dessert Reception — Trumbuil Marriott Garden Pavilion
DAY

The
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Steven M. Andrews
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7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m. — Continental Breakfast
Trumbuil Marriott
9:30 a.m. — Campus Ministry Workshop
Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius
Loyola
10:15 a.m. — College Financing Workshop — Quick Center
Noon x- Community Mass — Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius Loyola
1 p.m. — Departure/Lunch on the Town — Local restaurants (See "A Taste of
Fairfield" on pages 10-11)
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Fairfield's student body leader prepares to make an impact
BY MEGAN MAHONEY

&

STEVEN

ANDREWS

Paul Duffy, Fairfield University Student Association president, who also works
as a bartender at the school's on-campus
bar, is always willing to sit down and talk
about his election, his ideas and his coming term.
A busy man around campus, Duffy
squeezed in an interview during his shift
and in between his bartending duties.
Duffy is "still on a high from the election" and although still just getting his feet
wet in terms of actual FUSA presidential
duties, he is excited to start getting his game
plan together.
"I want to start small and build big," he
said. "I just want to do what I can do."
He is excited about the imminent arrival of the class of 2008 for their orientation sessions.
"I think the freshmen are getting a great
experience and are really seeing the best
of what's around," Duffy said, alluding to
the theme of this year's orientation. "This
is a perfect time to meet new friends, it's a
whole new beginning for everyone."
He encourages freshmen to utilize upperclassmen as a resource.
"A lot of people have worked very hard
to make this orientation happen," he said.

Mirror file photo

All the president's men: Duffy (seated, left) and friends wait for election results.

"I want everyone to remember that the upperclassmen are here to help. They should
ask questions if they're confused about
anything, because we've all been in this
situation before."
Duffy recalls his own orientation being
very hectic.
"Mine occurred the same night as my
high school prom, so I had to leave that
night after all the events," he said. "For

anyone who has to fit this in their busy
schedule, they certainly made the right
choice to come."
After the orientation concludes and the
school year begins, Duffy has, above all
else, a set goal for his term in office.
"The biggest thing is getting more people
involved," he said. "The more people you
have, the more you get done."
He pinpointed music and sports as

two sure-fire ways to get more students
involved.
Duffy remarked that the thing he gets
asked the most are bands and programming
for next year.
"A lot of people care about a good
band," he said.
One idea he had is a possible combined
effort between local universities, pooling
resources and student bodies to create a
larger venue and more money to initiate
events of a larger nature than Fairfield can
normally perform. He is also looking for
new ways to poll students to guage their
reactions on campus activities and other
events FUSA handles.
A self-described "people person,"
Duffy considers the best part of being president is that students come talk to him and
tell him what they want from FUSA next
year and he encourages more to do so.
"It's about making FUSA fun," he said.
"I want people to like it again."
Being the FUSA president has been a
dream of Duffy's since freshman year. He
said the best part of the election was having his mother, his friends and supporters
there with him.
Duffy added that he wants FUSA to
be open to all.
"I want all the students to feel like they
are appreciated and they do matter," he said.
"Because they are the university."

Haven't been to The Mirror Online lately?

You don't know what you've been missing.
Wilarchipt j MpviM | Rat» a Pie | Travti [ j

MT e

IHliv/H
ONI INE

The independent student newspaper of Fairfield University
Csfitnci as j AfivaffrsFiq \ Search \ Art&tvBS | Login i Resisasr I

/19/2004

I
day

Share the Experience

j Fairfield

^jJjJPP^

Pyffy wins FUSA
Presidency
by Joshua O'Connell
After hours of waiting, arid
in front of a gathering of
over 200 people, the results
were made official: Paul
Duffy defeated Kevin
Neubauer in a large victory.
Duffy received 783 votes
H whiie Neubauer received
"370.
Jilitan Grant was re-elected
as VP of Programming with
approximately 65% of the
while Brett Ritterback
Saville in a

MIRROR
ONLIN

Wliftlt POlt
Who should win the
FUSA election?
0 Kevin Neubauer
QPaul Duffy
1 VOTE ] [ RESULTS ]

BRAND NEW look, making the site easier
to navigate
Over a half-dozen useful extras, including
Scholarships, Travel and GradZone
Additional content channels, including
world/national news feeds and weather
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AND AS ALWAYS...
EXCLUSIVE online content every Monday.
Read Thursday's paper in advance - new
issue online Wednesday night

Visit The Mirror Online!

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Ahead of the class
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

Fairfield's orientation program for incoming freshmen
has always been more than the traditional two-days-thenyou're-on-your-own plan. This year the Orientation Board
is using a system adopted a year ago, but which, was wildly
successful in comparison to those used in past years.
Previously, the board consisted of 12 to 15 students
who set the theme of orientation and planned the event.
Then about 120 FYE (First Year Experience) facilitators
met with the groups of freshmen during orientation and the
fall semester to oversee their first few days on campus.
"The structure was changed to provide cohesiveness
and consistency for the programs. Cohesiveness with the
board members and consistency with the two orientation
sessions," said Dierdre Eller, director of new student programs.
Now the Orientation Board and the FYE groups have
been separated. Each of the 26 board members has a group
of about 16 students for each orientation session.
At the Fall Welcome, the two groups of the individual
board leaders will be combined into a group of 30. The
FYE groups will meet the first week of class, but are no
longer involved with the orientation process.
The change was made because of freshmen feedback.
"The freshmen mentioned that they wanted to meet
more people instead of the few in their FYE groups, this
new system will make it much easier to do that," said Mark
Anthony Mutuc '05, who is co-chair of the Orientation
Board with Caitlin Conway '.06.
"I'm thrilled with the reaction of the class of 2007 to
the new system of orientation," said Eller. "The freshmen
just fed off the energy of the orientation board. I've never

MIRROR

Orientation Board excited about freshmen
arrival after months of preparation

seen so many students engaged."
Even though the structure of the board has changed,
the members are still working smoothly together. Fairfield
University Student Association President Paul Duffy '05,
said, "these guys give up endless amount of time and are
here for ten days when they could be hanging out or earning money."
The group is working long hours to finish everything
before the freshmen arrive on Thursday, but are well prepared since they've been meeting since last semester for a
combination of meetings and retreats.
Students have joined the board for a variety of reasons.
"I joined the Orientation Board because I've had the
best time at Fairfield and I want to relay that to freshmen,"
said board member Jessica DiBuono '06. "Right now we're
getting the buildings ready for the freshmen, putting up
signs and getting their packets set."
"It's amazing to see a group of people who are all so
involved, but in different areas of campus life, come together to make such an awesome team," said Kelly Anne
Martin '06, a member of the board.
Each year a different theme is chosen for the class,
usually chosen from a popular song. The theme for the
class of 2008 is "The Best of What's Around," which is a
lyric taken from a Dave Matthews' Band tune. The board
feels the song fits Fairfield perfectly.
"We choose this because we think the lyrics portray
what we want to emphasize, which is that Fairfield is the
best of what's around," said Caitlin Conway '06 co-chair
of the Orientation Board.
"It's the best in the area, the best academics, the
best athletics and the best choice that the freshmen could
make."

Chris Donato/The Mirror

Class act: Board members Mike Murphy '06 and Kevin
Seville '06 aid grad. assistant Bil Bordak before the freshmen arrive.

Students...
Take advantage of the 3 R's...
Reading...
...writing... ..Arithmetic
Read the Mirror
online each week!
Online-only
Mirror Monday
posted each week
during the school
year!

Being a staff writer
for The Mirror
is as simple as
attending a meeting
Thursdays at 6 p.m.
First meeting:
September 9.

More than 50 stories
are published weekly
between our print
and online editions,
with more than 10
online exclusives
each week.
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Visit us online today!
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Getting your music fix at Fairfield
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL

The first day of
the rest of your
college life
The butterflies in my stomach on the
first day of Kindergarten didnicompare to
the monsters lurking around in there when
I stepped onto Fairfield's campus for freshman orientation. I was worried about so
many things, and felt like those two days
would determine whether I would be happy
for the next four years of college.
Some of you may be excited to get away
from your hometowns and high schools.
You're ready to meet new people and gain
freedom. But some of you might be scared
out of your minds to leave everything you
know, like I was two years ago.
I came into orientation thinking I had
to meet people that would become my new
friends away from home. But when strangers didn't magically transform before my
eyes into a college crew, I was devastated.
Orientation wasn't that bad- I talked to a
few people (after which I instantly forgot
their names), went to a dance in the campus
center (where I pretended to feel completely
normal dancing with strangers), and slept
in a stifling dorm room (that resembled a
jail cell). I'm not sure I want to admit this
to the entire.class of 2008, but I cried to my
father on the way home. Why did senior
year have to end?
I spent the next two months of my
summer anticipating the worst. I was sure
I would get lost on my way to every class,
hate my roommate, and not make any
friends. And although I may have stepped
into the wrong classroom a few times, had
a few minor disputes with my roommate,
and messed up names left and right, I also
had a fabulous freshman year. Sure, there
were times when all I wanted to do was go
home in my non-existent car, but I'm glad
I didn't.
Now I'm entering my junior year at
Fairfield, and couldn't be more excited
to get back on campus. Summer? I wish
summer were over. It's only June and I'm
already counting down the days until I see
my friends and get back to college life.
These past two years have been the best
years of my life.
So if you don't come away from orientation feeling secure and confident, remember that everything falls into place. There's
no use worrying that you won't make
friends, because it is nearly impossible to
go through your freshman year at Fairfield
without making any. Remember that every
incoming freshman is in the same position:
they are just as scared as you, even if they
don't seem it on the outside.

Ever since the launch of the original
Napster, college students have become
increasingly reliant on getting their music
fixes from the Internet. While many of
the original services were illegally allowing trading of copyrighted materials,
a quickly increasing number are offering
legal alternatives.
With the RIAA continuing to sue
file traders by the hundreds (another 532
lawsuits were filed recently), The Mirror
prefers iTunes, which was recently chosen
as the preferred legal downloading option
of Fairfield, celebrated with a big launch on
iTunes' one year anniversary last April.
The iTunes Music Store has received
quite a lot of attention since its original introduction for Macs in May of 2003 and the
PC follow-up in October. The service was
the first to offer downloadable singles and
albums with the freedom of being able to
put them onto MP3 players, listen to them
on up to three computers, and have generously flexible usage for burning CDs, all in
one brushed metal package.
iTunes has a very easy interface for
listening to music. You can rate music,
easily edit the ID tags of files, and sort
it however you want to based on over 20
different fields. Categories can be created,
with the nice touch of being able to have
it dynamically generate a playlist based
on certain criteria. For instance, if you
want it to only include songs with a rating
of 5 stars, or maybe your holiday music
collection, you can customize the playlist
accordingly.
Accessing the Music Store is as simple
as clicking the appropriate link under the
Playlist menu. Checking out the top 100
songs in a particular genre, or the entire
store, is simple, as is finding new releases
and songs just added to the store.
Searching is very simple - in the top
right corner, whether a Windows user
(for which this is cool) or a Mac user
(for which this is customary) is a search
box in the software. You can use that to
search the store when on that screen, or I
a playlist or library when you're in that
window.
One drawback: if you want to just
browse what's in the library, you have a
series of horizontally listed windows. For
Mac users, this is fairly similar to what
they're used to, but Windows users will
find this clumsy. One other problem with
the full search: if you head into a category,
and then click on a name, it'll list all their
music, no matter what genre, leaving you
with more to sift through.
iTunes selection is broad, with content
from all five majors and over 20 independents. With over 500,000 tracks, there's a
good selection. But I had trouble locating
some of the tracks, most notably The
Beatles, who at this point
have opted not to license their music to
any major service.
The service kept pace

in terms of current Billboard chart favorites
and the most popular downloads. Of course,
most popular downloads is a bit of a win
for iTunes from the get-go, because they are
the most popular service so their numbers
weigh heavily on the weekly charts.
Previewing songs is a simple process
-just double click on the name of the song.
(Make sure you don't hit the "Buy Now"
button while you're doing this.) A 30-second sample of the song will play. Usually,
but not always, this is the chorus of the
song, the most recognizable part.
The downside to this method is that
most other services offer some sort of full
stream before it's purchased, so you know
exactly what you're getting - sometimes a
song isn't all that recognizable unless you
hear that first few chords, especially if it's
one you haven't heard in a long time.
In addition, streaming is somewhat

useless during peak hours of 'net usage,
as, assuming the stream starts at all, there
are generally numerous interruptions as the
stream attempts to rebuffer itself. In other
words, it's a roll of the dice if you'll actually get to sample tracks easily.
"Buy Now" buttons, with practically
one-click purchasing, and an immediate
download make this one of the places
where iTunes really excels. If a download
stalls, or isn't complete when you shut
down the software, the first thing it does
is asks if you want to resume the download. This is a very simple way to handle
this, and isn't too confusing for the novice
computer user. This is a very good feature
to have when the network is not allowing
downloads to work, either.
Pricing is also hugely in favor of the
consumer. Singles are 99 cents a track; albums are mostly $9.99. Apple has wisely
pushed hard to ensure that the singles price
is consistent across the board, while albums fluctuate a bit due to the deals they
have with the record labels.
The iTunes store is natively designed to sync with Apple's extremely
popular iPod portable music player,
which has about a one-third market share
of the music market. As such, iPod owners will find this a no-brainer. Non-iPod
users may not be out of luck though.
Other portable music player companies
have been considering offering a patch
that allows iTunes downloads to work;
some have already introduced that option. Therefore, you don't necessarily
need an iPod to be able to enjoy iTunes,
although that's the best option.
Finally, one major plus that many
of the other services don't have: if you
already have downloaded music, you can
import your current playlist, since iTunes
doubles as a music player. So, you can
import in all of your MP3s without difficulty, and sync them into the
iPod at the same time.
/

6 JUNE 24, 2004

,The

CAMPUS LIFE

MIRROR

Freshmen cannot have cars, but alternatives
of Business, the library, the Barone Campus Center, the Dolan complex (housing dorm rooms, the
Perhaps the only truly bad thing about being health center, and other offices) and the townhouses.
a freshman at Fairfield is that your car rights are Catching these at the right time can be the differrevoked and you flashback to those times when you ence between getting to class on time or ending up
five minutes late.
had to beg mom and dad to take you around.
The same shuttle system will run into different
Not that being on campus is a bad thing, but
there is life off campus that is worth exploring (see locations in the town of Fairfield including the train
"ATaste of Fairfield" on pages 10-11). So here are station, Stop & Shop, the Fleet Bank and Office
Max, CVS and Marshalls Plaza. On the weekends
some helpful hints.
First of all, you're all healthy 18-19 year olds; the university shuttles will also take students to the
you are capable of walking the short distance it Trumbull^Mall and the movie theatres in Fairfield
takes to get to Post Road and Black Rock Turn- and Bridgeport.
For days and times when you miss the convepike, which contain most of the restaurants, bars
nience of the Fairfield shuttle there is always the
and stores in Fairfield city.
However, if you are not so inclined, Fairfield Fairfield Cab. They are located right next to the
University and the town of Fairfield have many train station and will take students to essentially any
useful ways to get around.
location in Fairfield, charging the reasonable price
For on-campus travel there are shuttle buses that of $2.50 for a base, with a $1 charge per mile.
If you feel like getting out of Fairfield city alruns in a loop around campus to the Dolan School
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

together, the Metro-North train station is an easy
15-minute walk or five-minute drive away from
campus. The Metro-North trains run hourly every'
day between New York and New Haven with stops
in almost every city in between. Off-peak prices
are $10.25 and on-peak is $13.50.
For those of you who want a little more variety
in travel destinations, or who may need to find a
way back home by train there is an Amtrak station
about 15 minutes away in Bridgeport.
Amtrak's Bridgeport station is located on the
Northeast Corridor, with access to all stations between Boston and Washington, stopping in South
Station in Boston, Penn Station in New York, and
Union Station in Washington, D.C., among others.
So even though you won't get tired of the options that are offered to students at Fairfield immediately, it's always nice to have a getaway plan
when things get too stressful.

Which one of These Great Tasting Pizzas Do
You Want - Tonight
Cheesy bread or
Cinna stix or
Bread stick
With the purchase of any Large or X-lg pizza.
At menu prices
Pks^You'II Get Free Delivery in Less Than 38 Min

255-8823
DOMINO'S PIZZA
■■<.:■■■■■■

r 1580 Post M*, Fairfield
CALL NOW
TOPPINGS nm

I
T^y Not valid with other offers.
With coupon only
Expires 6/30/04 „
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Find the right mode of transportation when you need
to get away

|Fairfield
UNIVERSITY
Jaua. Pcrtonal Powerful.

University Shuttle Schedule
Campus Shuttle

Town Shuttle

Monday through Friday, 7:30 AM unM midnight
Saturday Sunday & Holidays
J 200 noon until midnight

Sunday through Saturday,

Shuttle start* at John C. Doian Han
Stapt approximatety every 15 minutes at:
John C. CSotan Had
Barone Campus Center
CSMermo-NyseSus library
Doton School of Business 9 Beitarrnine Pond
CanSsius Checkpoint
Batons Campus Center
Toawtfiouse Stocks 15,1 & 10

Shuttle starts at the Barone Campus Center
AT 12 NOON, 1PM, 2PM, 3PM, 4PM, 5PM £PM & 7PM
Stops at:
Fairfield Train Station {Hew York Sound)
FaWleJd Town library
Bob's Stores Plaza
Super Stop and Shop
Office Max, CVS and Marshate naza
Fleet Bank on Post Road
Dolon School of Business ® BeHarm3ne Paid
Canisius Checkpoint
Barone Campus Center

Heose fiete OnwenSy Shuffle does not operate on UmvenMy hoSdoys or breaks, inoWtng; Calywbys Say Weeterat.
NiwiteSli^«re<feOlwrfmc»
D* saheriute is subject to chartfle. Change* w* be posted to ttie University's website, www.isWialflt^igi jqmsl 5
Source: Student Services

Mirror file photo

All aboard! The bus may not by the coolest way to travel, but it sure beats walking.

lA tale of two shuttles: One saves you time on the trip to the School of Business, the
lother lets you get off campus. Both are critical when you can't have a car on campus.

Parents... keep up with news at Fairfield...
Get a subscription to
Only $35 for 28 issues!
Mail in (he following form to subscribe;
Name:
Address:
City;

State

Zip

Mail subscription requests to;
The Mirror

1073 North Benson Road, Box AA
Fairfield, CT 06824
Make checks payable to The Mirror,
Subscriptions will start with the first fall issue and will end
with our final issue of the school year in May.
Your subscription will help continue the Mirror's growth!
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ORIENTATION 2008
The Best of What's
Around...
•Jaime • Chris • Lindsay • Jessica • Mike • Kathfyn • Deena*
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►Mark Anthony • Caitlin • Melissa • Anne • Kelly Anne • Matt*

WELCOME TO FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY, CLASS OF 2008!
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Freshman year survival guide
I'm heading to college far away from
home, and none of my friends are going
there. I'm a little worried about meeting people. What's the best way to get to
know others?
-A Friend in Need
Walk around campus saying "Will you
be my friend?" in a really whiny voice to
anyone that passes you.
Or, be productive. If you were involved
in an organization in high school - yearbook,
student government, newspaper, environmental club, etc. - find the equivalent on
campus and join it. Getting involved and
meeting people in various areas that you're
interested in is a surefire way to make
friends since you already have something
in common. For those hoping to find some
great college guy or girl, that can work too,
by the way.
The people on your floor can become
good friends of yours - many dorms will
have gatherings, events and the like for
people on your floor or building. That is a
great way to get to know people and have
some fun.
Orientation at college is the first introduction you'll have to people at your

A WORD OF ADVICE
JOSHUA O'CONNELL

school, so take advantage of that possibility.
The same goes for the first week of school,
which is always full of activities from short
trips to naked bungee jumping. (Well, maybe not that, but many of the events are just as
fun.) One event I went to the first weekend
I was at college caused me to have a run-in
with the niece of a professor at my school,
who was mad because I was made some innocent comment about her uncle. It's three
years later and we're great friends.
Of course, then there's your live-in
friend-to-be: the roommate. You're around
them a lot, you filled out that survey saying
what kind of person you are, so the person
sleeping on the bunk above or below you
could become a great friend too. Just don't
eat his Doritos.

Is college more difficult than high
school? I have heard horror stories

24, 2004
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Tips for staying stress-free your
first year

from people who went off and were
overwhelmed.
—Learning is fundamental - but
where's the fun?
That's easy. Of course. You, your parents, the loan company, etc. wouldn't put
out that much money for an undergraduate
degree if there wasn't more to learn. And
you got that 2+2 stuff out of the way already,
so it's time to expand your knowledge. By
expand your knowledge, I mean 15-page
term papers, final exams that count for a
huge chunk of your grade, and reading hundreds of pages of textbooks a week.
That's not to say that you can't handle
it. College is faster paced than high school
is, but you also have some control over
which classes you take. That means you
can find areas that interest you instead of
spending a semester reading Shakespeare
when you can barely understand each sentence of Othello.
Colleges know, especially for freshmen, that there is a transition that you have
to go through! That's why most freshmen
take a boatload of intro. courses that initiate
you into the term papers, final exams and
textbook reading. It won't be as easy as
high school, but you also have more time to
get things done, and you have some control.
So it's no biggie.

My parents have scared me. They've
basically told me that I won't get along
with my roommate and that they purposely pair people together who don't
get along as a way to make you get used
to the real world. Is that really going to
happen?
--Small spaces, big problems
Don't fret my pet. Virtually dozens and
dozens of students go to college and have
a roommate. Some live to tell about it, and
some don't even have big enough problems
to leave emotional scars.
^JL was_paired my freshman year with
someone who I'd say, with a few adjustments, was an identical version of me. That
doesn't always happen - two friends of mine
were paired together freshman year and by
October were in different rooms - but disaster isn't guaranteed. Some people end up
becoming so close to their college roommates that they stay close after college.
The nice thing about college is that you
can request a room change. The people in
housing work very hard to make sure that
you feel like you're welcome. Not every
roommate situation works out, but that's
why there are hundreds of dorm rooms
waiting with welcoming people who'd like
nothing more than for you to throw your
clothes on their side of the room. Good
luck, and thanks for asking.

ATHENA

DIMER - RESTAURANT
Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Card

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines o Beer
Thanks for voting
us best diner!

BEST DINER

OF FAIRFIELD

♦Student DJs during the semester*
"Commuter students and community members to fill
in part time during school recesses*
To get involved, stop by the studio, call or email!
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2000,2001,2002 -The Mirror

3350 Post Road
Southport, CT 06890
(203) 259-0603
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Open 24 Hours, 7 Days
All major credit cards accepted
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A Taste
of Fairfield
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL
To help you settle in at Fairfield, we have
included a map, along-with descriptions of
local businesses that will likely be useful to
you during your four years at Fairfield. The
locations were chosen by the staff of The
Mirror based on student popularity, votes
in our yearly Best & Worst of Fairfield special
issues, and staff favorites. Some of our
picks also coincide with the Orientation
Board's Lunch on the Town program. We
have indicated those, as well as those voted
as "Best in Fairfield" in our descriptions,
which follow below and on page 11.
Chosen Best of Fairfield
by student vote
Lunch on the Town
participant

Graphic by Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror
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FAST FOOD/RESTAURANTS

A&S Italian Fine Foods
2079 Black RockTpke, Fairfield • 576-1600

A&S offers a fine array of deli sandwiches that are
made with the best deli cuts. A&S never foils to please,
and students consistently name it one of the best places to
get deli food.

Archie Moore's
48 Sanford St, Fairfield • 256-9295
Archie Moore's is the best place for wings,
sauce-covered hands down. Serving wings by the
sevens, they offer the best-sized and tastiest wings
for the money. Once you're hooked, you can even
purchase their delicious sauce to take home with you. It has
a smaller-than-average seating area, so expect a bit of a wait,
but you'll love it. A four-time Best of Fairfield winner.

Athena Diner
3350 Post Rd, Southport • 259-0603
The Athena Diner has been named Best
Diner by students four straight years. Their
biggest selling point is being open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Their dessert menu is
underrated, and you get the added bonus of finding at least
one police officer and Mirror staffer there pretty much every night. Their diner is easily accessible from 1-95 (exit
19), and has a wide variety of options served quickly and
cooked to perfection.

©Boston Market
1982 Boston Post Rd, Fairfield • 382-8090
For fast food that's higher quality, consider Boston Market. The chain offers a more high-scale menu than KFC,
with tasty chicken, delicious mashed potatoes, green beans
and cinnamon apple slices. Tasty food, and quick.

0

Circle Diner
441 Post Road, Fairfield

They're new, they're big, and they're close. They call
themselves the "undiner," and their selection backs that up.
However, they remain a viable alternative to the regular
Athena runs, and will save you a little gas to boot.

Domino's Pizza
%tr

1580 Post Road, Fairfield • 255-8823

Long considered the gold standard for delivery on
Fairfield's campus for over 20 years, Domino's knows
your room number and building just by asking for your
four-digit extension. They've earned high marks for their
pizza, their wings and now they've got the new Domino's
Dots and Buffalo Chicken Kickers foryou to drool over. And
oh, that sweet, sweet icing. Just call. Better yet, plug that
into your speed dial the moment you get here in September.
You'll be glad you did.

CAMPUS LIFE
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Firehouse Deli
22 Reef Road, Fairfield • 255-5527

For a great sit-down dinner, consider famous Chicago
restaurant chain Pizzeria Uno. Whether you're in the mood
for an appetizer like buffalo wings or potato pizza, a Caesar
salad, or a main course of pizza or beef, you can't go wrong.
There are many choices, and the atmosphere is enjoyable. If
you're looking to eat out, make Uno your numero uno.

1160 Kings Highway, Fairfield • 254-8748
Stop & Shop has practically everything, from
Dixie cups to the latest Dixie Chicks. The best
part of what they offer is the self-checkout lines.
Be sure to sign up for the Stop & Shop card for
additional savings.

Mexican food usually falls into two categories: your standard, liquimeat chains (Taco Bell)
or your small, home-grown eateries (Ole Mole).
La Salsa is a merging of both: the speed and
regularity of a chain, yet the food tastes like it was done by
someone who's been running a local business for 30 years
and is serving the area admirably. Bravo to a chain like La
Salsa for doing what they can to prove that chain food can
be delicious and worthwhile.

McDonald's

<&
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Mike's Pizza
1560 Post Road, Fairfield • 255-2292
Mike's is a local establishment serving up
great pizza in a great environment. They are
quite Fairfield-frjendly and are welcoming to
students. Their food alone is good, but local
businesses that care about the students, like Mike's, have
always received a lot of business in return around here. In
addition, they've introduced delivery for Fairfielders, just
another sign that they're for the students.

Nauti Dolphin
1 Carter Henry Dr, Fairfield • 256-1877

Sometimes students have the urge to get a little 'nauti.'
Besides the clever name, Nauti Dolphin is another great
place to get a wide variety of tasty Italian food. Their calzones are tasty, their pizzas are delicious, and their mozzerella sticks are well worth the price. Move your fins down
to Nauti Dolphin, or call for delivery. Better yet, if you're
in the vicinity of the Fairfield Metro-North train station,
they're located in the building adjacent to the northbound
tracks, a great location when you've just come back from
a day in the city.

Ole Mole
2074 Black RockTpke, Fairfield • 333-0400

If you're looking for great mexican food, you can't do
much better than Ole Mole. The place is small, but they
always welcome students into their establishment. The menu
is full of tasty surprises.

%

Fairfield Exxon

2070 Post Road, Fairfield • 254-3606
Sidetracks is famous for their nachos,
oozing with delicious cheese. Many students
voted for them for Best Nachos all three years
the category was up for grabs in our Best of
Fairfield surveys. They've got more than that
too, and all of it appetizing, but if you're really
in the mood for nachos, go no further.

\&/

ENTERTAINMENT

If you're in need of a coffee, go no further than Starbucks. Their ever-evolving menu and friendly baristas will
take care of you. They always are staffed just right so you
won't be waiting long to get your grande Java chip frappucino blended coffee (say that three times fast).

Super Duper Weenie
306 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 334-3647
We have an institution on our hands in
Fairfield. When an accident shut down 1-95 in
Bridgeport this past March, Super Duper Weenie
was featured in a lengthy segment about local
O \ businesses. But they have been given national
^ J acclaim for years. Their hot dogs are second to
none. And now, they're growing - a second one
is opening in Stratford. Their hours are slighty unorthodox, but that means that getting one is all the more special.
They're truly worth the recognition they receive.

Villa Del Sol
1229 Post Rd, Fairfield • 254-0123

Villa Del Sol has been the host of Mirror
staff parties for years. And it's no wonder: the
food is excellent, and the drinks are high quality.
It's hard to find a better margarita in this area. Their stuffed
peppers are a hidden gem.

GROCERIES
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7-Eleven
257 Reef Rd, Fairfield • 259-0812

7-Eleven is your American convenience store. They've
got chips, soda, bathroom needs, and so on. They've got Big
Gulps to quench a big thirst, and of course, their hallmark:
The Slurpee. Whenever you're in need of a quick item or
two, avoid the long supermarket lines and visit 7-Eleven.

©

1139 Post Rd, Fairfield • 255-9043

If Friendly Citgo isn't open (they close at 11 p.m.), don't
fret - Fairfield Exxon is here for you! They're open 24 hours
a day, meaning if you're driving home from Athena at 4 a.m.
after a long study session, you can still get gas if the little orange light comes on. The prices are a bit higher than Citgo.

Community Theatre

Vr 2171 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 362-0347

€>

1096 Post Rd, Fairfield • 255-1361

Their name sums it up. They're friendly, and offer great
service. Yes, they are a Citgo station too - stay with me.
Some brand new gas pumps add to the interest of the station.
They're also the closest gas station to campus, meaning a
quick fill-up is that much quicker, and their prices always
seem to be a couple of cents cheaper.

Starbucks

536 Post Road, Fairfield • 259-7973

The golden arches are as dependable as they are consistent. You'll always find a similar menu no matter where
you are in the country, and they're spaced out by about six
inches, meaning there's always one nearby. Located in the
same block as La Salsa, this one is close by to campus
(a mere three-minute drive) so you can have those tasty
McGriddles every day if you're really desperate.

Friendly Service (Citgo)

Sidetracks Restaurant

.

580 Post Road, Fairfield • 256-8800

&

Super Stop & Shop

Pizzeria Uno

• 750 Post Road, Fairfield • 319-1600

^i!/~
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Joe's has a great selection of food, from
salads to hamburgers to a great selection of
desserts. Their portions are more than filling,
and their waitresses have the rare ability to
f ^ A remember everything ordered by a table of ten
V 3 J (we've tried it). Students have always given
—
Joe's a thumbs up for parent grub, and we agree.
The atmosphere is comfortable, with the kind of decor that
makes you feel like you fit in whether in casual attire or
formal wear. If that wasn't enough, Joe's is part of Fairfield's
"Lunch on the Town" program, so your orientation coupons
are good there.

<E>

Pizza Med, along with Domino's, rounds up the lion's
share of deliveries on campus. Pizza Med's deliveries are
generally the fastest around, and they are as efficient as
Domino's. Their prices are reasonable, and their pizzas are
something to be savored, not devoured. They're another
local business worth supporting.

Joe's American Bar & Grill

La Salsa

Pizza Mediterranean

V 1557 Black RockTpke, Fairfield-330-0085

This is the closest thing to a New York Deli
in Connecticut, and it exceeds the standards of
most city sandwich lovers. Consistently rated as
one of the best delis in the area and Zagat rated,
Firehouse aims to please. Another student favorite.

o
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Shaw's Supermarkets
1975 Black RockTpke, Fairfield • 384-2288

Shaw's is one of two main supermarket chains in the
region, and conveniently one of the two main supermarkets
close by campus. Their pricing is a little more expensive;
but worth it in a pinch.

\£f

1424 Post Rd, Fairfield • 255-6255

Remember the days of the $3 movie? Nah, I don'teither.
But thanks to Community Theatre, you can actually enjoy it.
Community Theatre shows second-run movies for only $3.
How do they do it? They're a non-profit organization that
reopened the two-cinema theatre a couple of years ago. They
lovingly restored Community to look like its glory days are
still ahead. And at $3, it sure seems like that's a safe bet.

©^

Metro-North Station
165 Unquowa Rd, Fairfield

A train ride can indeed be fun, especially rf you have the
right person sitting next to you. But the trip to New York is
even more fun, and getting there is step one of the process.
Taking the Metro-North is somewhat expensive ($10.25 each
way), but still cheaper than parking and having to maneuver
through the traffic. Campus shuttles can get you there freshman year when you're not able to have a car, making it even a
i better way to get around. If you're feeling really adventerous,
you can take the train to New Haven, home of Yale and some
equally interesting restaurants and attractions.

Showcase Cinemas
&

, 286 Canfield Ave, Bridgeport

They're one massive movie theater complex with the
largest number of screens in the area. Just about every major
movie opens and plays here, before the best of them get their
second run at the Community Theatre. So if you're looking for a popcorn, a movie and a soda (50 cents more will
get you a large!), visit the Showcase Cinemas. The movie
shuttle has increased in frequency in recent years, making
it even easier for the earless to be able to make it there to
catch the latest J.Lo flick.

Nutmeg Bowl
\£Z/

802 Villa Ave, Fairfield • 367-7741

You're likely to become quite familiar with Nutmeg
Bowl in the next few years. That's because it's been the site
of Fairfield's ever-popular free bowling nights. It's the one
time of your life you'll see more than 500 students eagerly
awaiting the chance to bowl. On a Thursday. It's amazing
stuff that you don't get to see everyday, and chances are
you'll join in out of fear of missing something big. Even if
it's not free bowling, they've got great lanes and are built
under a Walgreens. Cool stuff.
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Foul Play? Everyone is anxious for the NCAA investigation to end so the men's basketball team can finally move on.

Basket case
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

While it's been more than ten months
since allegations surfaced against the Fairfield University men's basketball program
concerning violations in NCAA regulations, it appears the investigation has yet
to reach a decision.
The allegations, which surfaced on
August 5, 2003 in the Connecticut Post,
led the university to hire one of the premiere NCAA law firms in the nation, Bond,
Schoeneck & King, to investigate claims
of numerous improprieties committed by
members of the team's coaching staff.
Lead investigator Attorney Stephen
Morgan and his team are specifically investigating claims made by former players,
such as Oscar Garcia '03, who have stated
that head coach Tim O'Toole and his staff
helped falsify drug tests, gave unauthorized
cash handouts to players and committed
academic dishonesty by writing papers
for players.
While similar charges were originally
brought to the attention of the university in
early March .through an anonymous letter,
the school's athletic compliance committee,

Nearly a year after the allegations, is there any end
in sight to the NCAA investigation?

made up of faculty, staff and administrators,
conducted an investigation and concluded
that no such improprieties existed.
When the article surfaced a few
months later, former Fairfield University
President Aloysius P. Kelley felt it presented the university with "additional, more
specific information" causing them to "act
immediately and re-open the investigation
to fully and objectively examine all of the
concerns that have been raised."
In early September 2003, the investigation was updated when a report in the Post
alleged that a former member of the Fairfield basketball team witnessed tampering
on behalf of former University of NevadaLas Vegas coach Bill Bayno.
Darren Phillip '00, stated that Bayno, a
friend of O'Toole's, attempted to persuade
Oscar Garcia into altering his story concerning the improprieties of the program.
While the investigation has not been
updated since, it still remains a controversial issue among members of the Fairfield
community, as many students, new and old,
are aware of the ongoing investigation.
"I remember hearing about it from
some friends I know at Fairfield," said prospective student Robin Devore. "It seemed

like a pretty big issue for the school to
have to hire a firm to investigate it. But
I haven't heard much about it since."
Former Fairfield athlete and 2003
graduate James Naldi has also kept up
with the on-going investigation and is
anxious to learn of the eventual outcome.
"You hear about these sort of situations with big programs and I have
always been surprised when these
allegations surfaced with a Fairfield
team," he said.
"As a former athlete, I know how
time-consuming playing a sport can be,
and I hope for the team's sake that these
allegations are false.'.'
While a conclusion to the investigation has not been determined, Kelley has
stated from the very beginning, that he
would like to see the investigation be
given as much time as needed in order
to arrive at the appropriate decision.
"As we said to the investigative
team in the very beginning, and to the
public, we were not looking for a quick
Mirror File Photo
investigation, but a thorough one," he
Taking shots: Oscar Garcia, above, has
said in a statement released last year made serious allegations against the coaches.
through a public relations department.

